
Montreal, September 12, 2017 – Les Grands Ballets Canadiens de Montréal has officially inaugurated its new 
headquarters in Montreal, in the Édifice Wilder Espace danse, which brings together, under one roof, four major 
dance institutions: Les Grands Ballets, the Agora de la danse, Tangente and the École de danse contemporaine de 
Montréal, as well as the offices of the Ministère de la Culture et des Communications du Québec and the Conseil des arts 
et des lettres du Québec. It’s at the beginning of the 2017/2018 season that Les Grands Ballets unveiled its new premises, 
in the presence of Alain Dancyger, Executive Director, and Ivan Cavallari, Artistic Director.

AN INVALUABLE HUB FOR DANCE IN MONTREAL

Located in the heart of the Quartier des spectacles, this new environment will highlight several facets of the 6th art; 
creation, broadcasting, promotion, training, education and research – as well as its actors – dancers, choreographers, 
producers and broadcasters. The building also meets the artistic needs of Les Grands Ballets, which was confined 
since 1980, to the second floor of an old garage on Rivard street. The new studios, integrated by the company this 
summer, considerably improve the conditions of the dancers’ practice, encourage innovation and audacity of the 
institution and its creators. The company will now have the necessary means to be more accessible to the community 
and to implement projects aiming at its well-being, whether through the National Centre for Dance Therapy, the 
leisure services of Les Studios, the development of events in the Atrium - which will also be made available to 
the business community - and so on.
 
«As we want to maintain our national and international influence and guarantee the best possible conditions for our 
dancers, Les Grands Ballets’ new home will stimulate the creative work of our artists and inspire choreographers who 
will work here,» explains Ivan Cavallari, Artistic Director of Les Grands Ballets.
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INAUGURATION OF LES GRANDS BALLETS’ 
WILDER BUILDING: 

A NEW GLOBAL CENTRE DEDICATED TO 
DANCE AND INNOVATION



By moving into the Wilder Building, the company is becoming more accessible than ever before, through its state-
of-the-art facilities and the establishment of new activities.

A UNIQUE PLACE TO CARRY OUT THE COMPANY’S AMBITIONS

This unique hub of creation would not have been possible without the will of the Government of Quebec and the 
Government of Canada, as well as the many partners and donors of the company. 

«The support of the government is essential to turn actors of the cultural industry into worldwide ambassadors of 
the vitality of Montreal. Les  Grands Ballets will finally be able to continue its evolution in a space that matches their 
artistic ambitions and their international reputation.»- Mrs. Constance V. Pathy, President of the Board of Directors of 
Les Grands Ballets.

SPECIAL THANKS

The creation of this project is the result of a long process of reflection and consultation, involving several institutions and 
individuals. The company is grateful to its major partners, who supported the project: BMO Financial Group, Power 
Corporation of Canada, Anonymous, Group Bank TD, Scotiabank, CN, National Bank and Artopex. 

Les Grands Ballets would also like to thank the Government of Quebec, including the Department of Culture and 
Communications of Canada, the Government of Canada, including Heritage Canada and Chantier Canada, the City of 
Montreal, the Société québécoise des infrastructures (SQI), which oversaw the project, Investissement Québec with the 
Immigrant Investor Program, TD Bank Group - through whom the project was made possible with its generous donation 
of land worth $450,000 -, the Lapointe Magne + Ædifica consortium, all members of the Board of Directors and Les 
Grands Ballets’ moving committee, allmembers of the permanent staff and all the donors and sponsors for their support, 
their trust and their generosity.

Finally, we would like to highlight the work of the fundraising committee, chaired by Ms. Danièle Henkel. We would also 
like to thank all the members of the Board of Directors and members of the committee who contributed to the success 
of this great project. 

ABOUT THE ÉDIFICE WILDER ESPACE DANSE

• Construction Project Manager : Société québécoise des infrastructures (SQI)
• Architect: Michel Lapointe of the Lapointe, Magne + Ædifica consortium 
• Location Address: 1435, Bleury street, Suite 500, Montreal (Quebec), H3A 2H7
• Area occupied by Les Grands Ballets: 5,000 square meters
• Number of studios: 7 (3 rehearsal studios and 4 studios dedicated to the National Dance Therapy Center and the 

leisure department (Les Studios)) 
• Larger spaces for production work such as costume making 
• A production theater dedicated to creative work, accessible to other actors in the dance and arts sectors, as well as 

to the private sector 
• An atrium for holding events and reception 
• A café and a restaurant
• Total project cost: $99.2M evaluation (including facilities and equipment)
• Share of Les Grands Ballets: $40.4M (including facilities and equipment)
• The Government of Canada has a financial contribution of $ 9.1M and the Government of Québec’s contribution is $14.4M.
• Website here

https://grandsballets.com/en/soutenir/edifice-wilder-espace-danse


Information:
Sheila Skaiem
Chief Officer, Public Relations and Media
514 849-8681 ext. 239
sskaiem@grandsballets.com

ABOUT LES GRANDS BALLETS CANADIENS DE MONTRÉAL

Yesterday, a young ballerina by the name of Ludmilla Chiriaeff, the daughter of Russian immigrants, left Berlin and 
settled in Montreal to fulfill her dream: teach and share her love for dance. In 1957, she who we called Madame Chiriaeff, 
created Les Grands Ballets Canadiens, the very first professional ballet company in Quebec.

Today, the heart of Montreal beats to the rythm of dance.

Les Grands Ballets Canadiens de Montréal has become a world-renowned creation, production and performance company, 
dedicated to the development of ballet in all its forms, while remaining faithful to the spirit of classical technique. It 
connects with audiences at home and abroad, spurring discovery, stirring emotion, stimulating the imagination and 
conveying the passion for dance.

Les Grands Ballets strives for excellence and embodies openness, creativity and audacity in an inspired vision of 
society. All these initiatives are dictated by one conviction: 
Make the world move. Differently.
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THANK YOU TO THE COMMITTEE
of the major Espace danse funding campaign.

CHAIR

Danièle Henkel
Founding President
Entreprises Danièle Henkel Inc.

MEMBERS

Bita Cattelan
Vice-President, Philanthropie
WCPD Foundation

Carole Chapdelaine
Senior Vice-President, 
Quebec and Eastern Ontario
Scotiabank

Maurice Côté, MBA, FEA
Regional Vice-President, Laval-Laurentides-Lanaudière
Royal Bank of Canada

Claude Gagnon
Executive Director, Operations
BMO Financial Group, Quebec

Bernard Mariette
President and CEO
Lolë – Paradox



OUR SINCERE THANKS  TO THE 
GREAT PARTNERS

who supported the project of creating the 
Wilder Building Espace danse

BMO Financial Group
Power Corporation of Canada

Anonymous

TD Bank Group
Scotiabank

CN
National Bank

Artopex



THANKS TO THE DONORS
who chose to have their name of that of a loved one on the wall of Espace danse

In red: Donations of 5000 $
In black: Donations of 1000 $

Lise Allard-Bourdua
Altinaï - Fred - Corinne
Anonyme
Dame Eleanor Ashton
G  Baars et R Bouchard
Mathieu Baril
Jocelyne & Hugues Beauregard
Louise Bédard
Christiane Bélanger
Danielle Bélanger
Charles Bergeron
Richard Bergeron
L Marc Bertossini
Bonnie Billick
Guillaume P. Bisaillon
Anik Bissonnette
Lucie Boissinot
Alain Bond
M. Bouchard & R. Darveau
Jean-Pierre Boyer
Freda & Irwin Browns
Justine Brunette
Nathalie Buisson
Lucia Buttino
Y. Cadotte & C. Thibault
Bita et Paolo Cattelan
Leila Cattelan
Ivan Cavallari
Famille Chabot Théoret
Carole Chapdelaine
Elise Charbonneau
P. & F.B. Charbonneau
C Charest et R Casgrain
Robert Chevrier
Cleman - Acheson
F. Colbert & B. St-Jean
Michèle Conan
M. Côté & L. Arseneault
Jean-Marc Côté Mathieu
H. Courtain J. Michaud
Joel & Amanda Michelle Cyr

Jacques Dancyger
Famille Davey-Portelance
Charles Décarie
Sophie DeCorwin
Élizabeth de Faucompré
Famille Demarcellis-Warin
Daniel Denis
Julie Deschênes
Geneviève Désilets
Marie Lynne Desrochers
Armand Desrosiers
de Yzaguirre & Fillion
Honey A. Dresher
Louis-Martin Dubé
Marie-Thérèse Dugré
Robert Duplessis
André Dupras
Famille Durand Kobrynsky
Victoria Elie
Sophie Émond
John Farrell
Famille Faucher-Chartier
Figols-Standjofski
L. Filiatreault Desbiens
Hélène Flamand
Jacqueline Fleury
Sonia Font del Pino
Eric Fortin et Julie Roy
Matilde Fraga
Anna & Irwin Fruchter
Michel Gagnon
Martin Galarneau
Simon Galarneau
François Galarneau
Emma Garau  M.Kaczorowski 
Éric Gaudry
Claire Gauthier
Daniel Gauthier
L-Daniel Gauvin
Eve et Catherine Gendron
Amina Gerba

Stéphane Gladyszewski
Nathalie Grosshenny
Geneviève Guérard
Guy & Christiane Hachey
Daniel Harnois
Nina & Harry Hart
Famille Henkel
Susan Xianshu Huang
Michel Jarry
Monique Jérôme Forget
Sherrill Jones Grégoire
Rubén Julliard
Florence Junca-Adenot
Stephanie & Ted Kalil
Margret Kaufmann-Pankov
Kiyoshi Kimura
Famille Kleinbaum & Linel
Anniken Kloster
Régine Kramer
Stéphane Labbé
Sylvie Lacaille
Vincent Lafleur
Catherine Lafortune
Rana et Stéphane Lamy
Jacques Landry
Mathieu Laneuville
Nada Lapcevic Draskovic
Pierre Lapointe
Ludovic Larose
Maëlli Larose
Famille Larouche Menella
Sandra & Norman Latsky
Stéphanie Lavallée
Léna Le Bihan Abbas
Keyla Leblanc-Rios
Hervé Leblay
Hélène Leclair
François Leclair
Julie H.  Lee
Ivana Lemme
Simon Lemire

Bernard Letendre
Mario Létourneau
Victor Levee & Thi Vu
Daniel Léveillé
Thérèse Lévesque
Harvey Levinson
Donald G. Lewis
Famille MacLellan Lenis
Stéphane Mailhot
Roger Maillet Hobden
Sahra Maira Dino Sabella
Monette Malewski
Sandra Marcovici Sterling
Samuel Mathieu
Nora Mativetskaya
Vincent McBride
Famille Jean-Paul Monast
J Richard Monast Ph D
Johanne Mondou
Famille Montigny
Debra Moses
C. Muroni et D. Lavoie
mamata & Harbans Nakra
Fernand Nault, A. Laprise
Tatiana Nesterow-Boyer
Ophélie Nguyen
Andrée Ouellet
Milan Panet-Raymond
Orlan Panet-Raymond
Gradimir Pankov
Pierre Paquin
Constance V. Pathy
Françoise & Guy Piché
Earl Pinchuk & Gary Blair
Louise et Clara Poissant
Claudette Poulin Lebrun
Jill M. Price
I.M. Laure Primiani
Michelle Proulx
Claude Provencher
Nathalie Quesnel

Linda Rabin
Cecil Rabinovitch
Jason Rahal
Jeremy Raia
Wendy Reid
Hugo Roberge 
Yves Rocray
Charles-Olivier Rocray
Titano Rosco
Famille Rose E. Toussaint
Madeleine Roy
Sarfatti family, Brazil
Nathalie Schwartz
Famille Sénéchal
Paul J.  Setlakwe
Jean-Pascal Simard
William Eric Sinden
Lia Singh
Bernadette Ska
Arlene Slepchik
Rosalind Smith
Sylvie Ste-Marie
Famille  St-Georges Maheu
Merle & Bernard Stotland
William Svihovec
Henri et Gilberte Tessier
Sheila Theophanides
Jacinthe Thibodeau
Sophie Abigail Tin
Anne-Marie Trahan
Jean-François Trépanier
Deborah Shannon Trudeau
Patrice Vaillancourt
Luce Vallée
Daniel Verdon
Jeanne Wojas
Christina Woods
Diane Georges Zdunowski
Eliane Zenati
张志刚 萧晶夫妇


