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rformances mar
st visit in 30 year

YICTOR S¥WORBODA
SPECIAL TO THE GAZETIE

@Quebec City's 400th anniversary
celebrations go to Paris in July
when Les Grands Ballets Cana-
diens mark the festive birthday
with 16 performances at the
showcase Grand Palais in the
heartof the French capital.
Artistic director Gradimir
Pankov made the announcernent
yvesterday at a news conference
- where he also announced a new
competition for young Canadian
choreographers in September

The Montireal company has
toured Europe and the United
States extensively in the past sev-
eral years — it leaves on a 20-day
tour of Germany, Spain, Italy
and Luxembourg at the entd of
the month - but the Paris erigage-
ment is its first in 30 years.
There’s finrther lastre, too. Les
Grands will be performing in Les
étés de Ia danse de Paris, a 4-year
old dance series that hosts one
major foreign company each
year. Its honorary president is
Madame Jacques Chivac, wife of
the countrv's former president.

The Paris series has attracted
big numbers of dance fans ~
45,000 for the Nattenal Ballet of
Cuba last year and 40,000 for the
Alvin Ailey Dance Company
from New York the year hefore —
and big international media cov-
erage,

Over the course of the three-
and-a-half week engagement,
which begins with a gala apen-
ing night on July 9 in the pres-
ence of the Canadian ambas-
sador ang Quebec's delegate gen-
eral, the Paris audience will see
four works created especially for
Les Grands by Ohad Naharin,
Didy Veldman, Stiin Celis and
Mauro Bigonzettt, and two other
pieces by Bigonzetil and Jiri
Kylian.

The Grand Patais, an Art Noy-
veail landmark that usually
hosts large art shows, will be
transformed into a theatre with
three thousand seats. During Les
Grands’ run, one wing next to
the auditorivan will hold an ex-
hibit of Quebec art, wliile the
other wing will present a post-
show cabaret.
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