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dares the mind to keep up
A physical grind that

Les (rand Ballets'triple-bill final outing
offers three works by (erman choreographers
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I  n his l t f icâl  bold fashion.

I  rr t is l ic dùector Gradirnir

I  Pâ[ku\ l ias prrt  together a
I châl lerr .c iDS tr iple-bj l l  l , ro-
gfan for Les Clnnds tsallets
Canadiens ncst $eel i  i ts
last outirg of tile l\,Iontreal
seâson. For the daùcers- the
progral[ is a phssical grind
an(t an irterprctati\.e puzle.
Fo| the audi€nce, it's u intel
lectual ând enrot ional dive
iDto deep sDâce. CaI l  i t  coru-
pensatiorl for tlle blandness
ol the Ro\"I WimipegBallet s
Àloulin Rouge. sæn here last
month as Dart of Les Gril1ds'
subscriptioll seriès.

The progmm's thr'æ worlis
ar€ bJ' two German chorcog'
raphels.  l \ larco Goecke and
SteDharl Thoss. who ove| the
pâst ( lecûde have each prG
duced ùlore than a score of
worlis for sorne of Europe s
best dâllce colDpanies.

"-1
VIOOR SWOBODA

Kalell lvillialns. a corpsrnem-
ber$ho s !nderiakeir meatier
relesoler thepâst !ear).

SchoeDIJcrg s sung text in
Pierrot Lunaire uses a Ger
man l fals lât ioù 0f Albeft
Gimud s ùleùrs alrout a cloErr-
dreanler desDeratelt in lole
with cruel ColunbiDe. The
song cl'cle was chor€ographed
beforp. notably irl l{,62 byGleD
TetleY {his Pierrot lvas oncc
danced bI a rvoeftùlr" niscast
Rudolf Nur€!€\') ùd in 2U']8
by -{le\ei Rarrntulskr rrith a

casts of 1J iluceN rcnducted
what alnoLmted n the sæond
half of the piece to a sirnrll'
tanslus ser ies 0f f rânt ic ln-
di!idual solos and duets. The
rar iet l  of  leg and arn pos-

i t ions on display- at â[ !  one
tinesâs boah fascilatfug ard
berrilderilg. But this was Dot
aIbi trar l  scamler ing. One
dancer's morerrrents led irto
âDother 's not iD anl 'Dr€dict
able wal:  bul  through bod"v
lines chormgr"Dhed to create
flow and nonerltlun, Seizing
the s'hole wil.l require nore
than one !'ies'ing.

Thoss conceired Search-
ing for Home as a look ât the
rnan! sids oi a pet Jon s iden-
t i t ! :  both co[scious ar]d rur-
col tscious. Several  doofs set
ûr a bîck(lrop \\'rll seraed as
eltr-iesaud erits uretapho|s
perhaps for thoughts and
nemories. somctirnes open.
sonetimescloæd.

Unl ike much oI GerDan
contempôri |y dânce. which
is no|e p|eoccùpied !r i th
concepts tha[ gcsturcs. both
G o e c k e  a D d  T h o s s  c r e a t e
$orlis lhat vef Y nluchnore.

' 'T m opPn to di f ierent teD.
de[cies. but co[ceDtual \Tork
i s  n o t  r n l ' w â \ :  T h o s s  s a i d
thlough iDterpretel I\'Iargret
I taufmann. lÆs Gnnds bal-
Let nistress. DanceF tmir so
haxl to uloÏe\rell that Ifæl it s
only Iight to irlcorporate that
rùovelnent into uit wolk."

Otrce the NloDtreal seasoD
fi l r ishes. the colnpa[I  packs
its bags for its first tour of
China inabout ?'i \€ars. begin-
ning with a big gâ]a at the ne\ç
oper? r ba lle t h 0 u se iI Beij ilg
iI Jul\: Wonderful erposure
lbr Xl( 'nt ler l  abroad. but the
tour means there Ni l l  be no
outdoor sholrs bï Les Gralds
t h i s  s u l r ) D r e I  i r r  L â f o n t â i D e
Padi.

L e s  G r a n d s  B a l l e t s  C a n a -
d i e n s ' G e r m a n  E v e n i n g :
Searching for Home, Pier-
r o t  L u n a i r e  a n d  T h e  F i r e -
bird is performed Thursday
to Sâturday, May i4 and May
1 9  t o  2 l  a t  8  p . m .  i n  T h é â t r e
M a i s o n n e u v e  o f  P l a c e  d e s
Arls.  Tickets cost $20.01 to
$97.45. Call 514-842-2112 or
order at pda.qc.cà.
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Choreographer Stephan Thoss, who is making his North American debut,
goes through movements of his work Searching for Home with dancer
Craziel la Lorr iaux of Les 6rands Bal lets Canadiens. See more scenes from
the rehearsal at montrealÉazette.com/photo5

"Dancers train so hard to move well that
I feel it's only right to incorporate that
movement into my work."
Steohen Thoss

DOUG CAMILLI
S h o w - b i z  g o s s i p ,  a n d  m o r e .  w i t h  a  r e a l  p o i n r  o f  v i e w .

f i v e  d a y s  a  w e e k  i n  I  h e  C a z e t t e .

Goecke rvâs ini t ia i l : -  sup'
posed to cr€ate a new s'ork to
Ravel s Daphnis and Cliloe.
but caltccucd because of h'a-
gile health (he's cancelled on
others. t@). lnstead, Goecke
agree(l  lo reslage tso 2010
warJis set to otherclassic20th-
centttrv scores - a driet fl'om
Stravùrsk!'s Fir€biral. and the
(launtin!i full-lerlgth tragedl'
Pier|ot  Lunaire. by Arnold
Schoenberg. h Goeckes ab-
sence. the corDpany lear[ed
the works from Valerie Le-
coc(I. a lolrgtilre nlenller of
Rotterdarn s Scapino Bal lef .
$lrele Pierrot Lulailehad its
pfenlele.

(;oecke at least Dmaged to
cast his pieces. (lntriguilgh:

one Firebird cast has demi-
soloist Aline Schiu'ger as the
\r inged spirit $ho enchants

cnst iIcIl(lirs Dialra VLsixrera
({ 'ho. i l rc idertâl ly is in town
Saturdav night performing
withLa La La Hrùtran Stcps).

Goæke ssupremel-!dJIm-
ic \ ,ersioI  is âpDropriatel t
daIk.

' ' Iuarcos pieces i le f iotn
r[other' \rolld. Prlilior com
mented this \ræli as Ure con-
paDJ Nirs rehearsiul i .  The
feeling is that it s solnething
be!ond ( larce. part icrr lar l l
Pierrpt. \çhich is rerl'dillicrùt
to clrormgrallh. 

'

I n  h i s  N r [ t h  - \ ù l e r i c a !
( l e b u l .  T h o s s  i s  r e s l a g i n g
Searchi lg for Honle. a Nork
t o  P h i l i p  G l i s s  s  n l u s i .  t h a t
Thoss crerted for \\'iesbadeD
Ballet i[ 2(108. This half-hour
piece is a \\îlkout for the en-
tileeDÉlnble.

In relrearsâ1. one of the two
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Gabs Srlir Dor.cn L,ndsy
AndE Srlâsr - illchàel Mtrtill

A sFoil opturirl ro vr* FroMl
refl<trs capturd of €ârh oùel

VERNISSAGE wth Se ard.b:
sundâIlty 8ri âr 2 pm

Sp6iâl Conteæftè with the àrdr6:
wednesdall.i:y I I il l0am
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